9/23/68 , 


' Dear Dick, ' \-v:. 

Enclosed is a copy of my today’s letter to Sprague. 

On the .Dove lady .picture: vT.tevc rone that size end ^ere I t<~- mev e : a 
copy from the print 1 have,. -it Would c ost within. pennies ^ia t one ; >roa' the' .? ; , 
.Archives, a generation younger,: would. Write them, enclosing £1.50,' H*- e ''tb«m the 
.identification, and they f li: send you an 8wlC. It will cost less thr-n“ sending mine 
to you .registered: .and; getting it 'bask- the same nay. 

I’ve reed, your 9/18. care Daily end, ss y- u know, agree. .On Van Der JCerr, 
.please .do what you can, for I have less tine daily, there each' day arrising new 


things the t should be done and .others dc- not da, I’m olso trying to get in' 
much needed physical exercise,'. which r^ducos: the time ’for this vork 
ms ’sing ,a .; conscientious, effort/ to : get a ds cent ■might's sleep 


soma 


I’m 


in five .years. I wont '.-.to... be- better: prefers 


fir; 


time 


lengthening null. 


It is almost , inverisbly an error to asstmie. cooperation, '^-his is one of 
our continuing problems. s ome of us do .this Instinctively. Some never do it, as 
you will learn, and perhaps it is better^ that- youileem'' it for yourself. - for were 
it reported to you it might ’Tejudice you against either the : reporter or the non- 
epoperstcr.. Trent kno^s shout; COUP, asked to' rsed v it, ' ft nd; has given me no inkling 
that he has what might be s wo rthmile addition. fie raay. just net h-STfe thought ' ',‘‘ 
of it, however. Or, he may neve ■ plans requiring. hcihold :ithput . 


.. -c-ad a pleasant visit -wiph the S^b ‘-astorr s yesterday evening 

I’ll he seeing them: sgsiu soon. They are quite, cooperative. 


night. 


is . pet necesssry, to destroy whst I .send- you; unless you think it sdvis- 
. able. 1; Led tougher, things to, say, : face, to face, in h.0; v They do not endear .me'hut' 1 " 
they are necessary. The teckup there' is precise and scientific, I have came to the 
point that I wonder about .some of the -people. Because of his persistent double - 
.crossing, wnst csniiot be accidental, 1 .1 toldst-ora bo his : fees, the t ;— -henceforth 
would not trust him. lira ps s. present ari nob. .’ib6p^/c£b^ wbhiT I v-'Vp 

disclosed - to him, about ; the . operation of hi s>q ffi.ee. .1 e an- add this -thinv,*' about ■; • ' ■’ 
.which I : also have misgivings: when they dare -In v sw Orleans ‘'and -kno~ : tte _ loc 3 l : : : - • 

situation cetter than, anyone else, they, let live things go ( and you hanaot' 1 imagine - 
how live) to crap around with vfcst is outside their jurisdiction. Sow I am not 
suggesting tliey. should not have interest in - : biher ^things. But when they haw limited 
finances, staff and; competence, they might better concentrate on whet they might 
do : something with, Their failure to follow up what I. had turned over to them In 
the first half of July lost , them an important witness on the Shaw case. 1 have that 
person on. taps, but : it is ngt. the same things as an af .idayit to them, and that 
person is now dead. Another "accident"! There, are important Shaw things they have ’ 
not even tried to check out, vhers .,1: : have already established the .feet and developed 
the witnesses. Further, I mads specific deals with Jim on one aspect and ha without ; ’ 
..second thought violated it. I cannot make arrang-m- rts with weenie as a basis of 
their talking to me, if I cannot make good on my word, ^enca forth, this means thst 
I will be more limited in what I can accomplish. In any event , I’ve tied Shaw in - 
with other aspects. -of the assassination story. 

I get the Free Pres s oniy> Someone gsve.me a sub. 'I get tie jg.O. powers 
emd just forced the T-P to print a retraction on their Bringuier-suit story.* 

I am without confidence in Proshears and have the deepest misgivings about 
Jaffa having signed such a story. They ere to make. a. joint public appearance. I 
think The effort bo;' check the'. .Corpus '°hristi thing out failed. I have no reason 
to trust It, either, or, to put if the opposite way, not to mistrust it. 



